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Phil 1111 

FWS | Heidegger and Arendt on the Human Condition 
Cornell University 

Spring 2018 | MW 8:40-9:55 AM | Tatkon Center 3331 

 

Instructor | Freya Mobus 

Email | fmm59@cornell.edu 

Office Hours | W: 10 – 11 at Tatkon Center; by appointment in my office in Goldwin Smith Hall 235; I 

will also offer a couple of meetings at Temple of Zeus during lunch time.  

 

Course Description 

 What does it mean that we are? I am not asking: what are we, or what kind of things are human 

beings? A proper answer to that question might be: we are members of the species homo sapiens. But I 

am asking: who are we, or what does it mean for us to be? How are we related to the things around us 

and to other human beings? In the first half of the semester, we will investigate Heidegger’s answer to 

these questions. In the second half, we will focus on human activities: what do humans do? Which 

activities do we regard as valuable? We will investigate Arendt’s thesis that we live in a society of 

laborers, in which action – the most human activity – has been lost. We will read excerpts from 

Heidegger’s Being and Time, and Hannah Arendt’s The Human Condition, plus literature on how to 

write good philosophy papers.  

 

Learning Objectives 

The goal of this class is for you to develop the competency to tackle complex philosophical texts 

and the confidence to engage in thoughtful discussions (oral and written) about those texts. To achieve 

this goal, you will need to acquire the following skills: You will learn to (i) extrapolate philosophical 

arguments from a given text, (ii) present arguments clearly and in your own words, (iii) analyze 

arguments carefully and critically, (iv) weigh and evaluate objections, (v) respond to objections 

thoughtfully. During the course of the semester, we will continuously improve your writing on the macro 

and micro level. On the macro level, you will learn how to structure a philosophy paper. On the micro 

level, you will learn how to write clear, concise, and cohesive sentences, and coherent paragraphs and 

papers. 

 

 

Required Readings: 

• Martin Heidegger. 1953. Being and Time (=BT). Translated by J. Stambaugh (2010). 

(purchase) 

• Hannah Arendt. 1958. The Human Condition (=HC). Introduction by M. Canova. (2nd ed.). 

(purchase) 

• Graff, Birkenstein. 2014 (3rd edition). They say / I say. (on BB) 

• Willams, Bizup. 2014 (11th edition). Style. Lessons in Clarity and Grace (= Style). (on BB) 

• Additional, secondary texts will be posted on BB. 

 

Additional Material: 

 Dreyfus lectures on Heidegger: 

https://archive.org/details/Philosophy_185_Fall_2007_UC_Berkeley/Philosophy_185_Fall_20

07_UC_Berkeley_Lecture_05_The_Worldhood_of_the_World_I_20426.mp3 

 An Introduction to the Life & Thought of Hannah Arendt: Presented by the BBC Radio’s In 

Our Time: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08c2ljg 

 

mailto:fmm59@cornell.edu
https://archive.org/details/Philosophy_185_Fall_2007_UC_Berkeley/Philosophy_185_Fall_2007_UC_Berkeley_Lecture_05_The_Worldhood_of_the_World_I_20426.mp3
https://archive.org/details/Philosophy_185_Fall_2007_UC_Berkeley/Philosophy_185_Fall_2007_UC_Berkeley_Lecture_05_The_Worldhood_of_the_World_I_20426.mp3
http://www.openculture.com/2017/02/an-introduction-to-the-life-thought-of-hannah-arendt.html
http://www.openculture.com/2017/02/an-introduction-to-the-life-thought-of-hannah-arendt.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08c2ljg
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Evaluation of Student Performance and Grading 

• 5 final papers plus Writing Revision Sheet: 80 %. Drafts will factor into that percentage. 

         1st paper (max. 1 page), worth 5% 

2nd paper (max. 2 pages), worth 10% 

3rd paper (2-3 pages), worth 15% 

         4th paper (3-4 pages), worth 20% 

 5th paper (5-7 pages), worth 25% 

 Writing Revision Sheet: 5% 

 

Paper Formatting | 1.5 spaced, Times New Roman 12-point font, with 1-inch margins, Word 

Document. This way, the attention of your reader is on the content of your paper, rather than 

the formatting. A paper needs to fulfill those formatting requirements to count as submitted. 

Paper Submission and Responsibility | All papers (sketches, drafts, finals) must be submitted on 

Blackboard. Electronic difficulties may very well happen.  It is entirely in your responsibility to 

make sure that your papers are submitted on time. I strongly advise you to (i) save multiple drafts 

of your work in multiple places as you write, and (ii) after you submitted a paper on BB, 

download and open the file to ensure that it actually went through and is readable.  

Late Papers | Since we will be on a tight writing schedule, you will need to submit your papers 

on time. To ensure your progress in this class, and to leave me and your peers adequate time to 

give comments on your work, deadlines are strict for all assignments. Papers that are late will 

receive a letter grade penalty per day (i.e., if the paper is due 1pm Sunday and you turn it in 2pm 

Sunday, an original grade of “A” will become a “B”). If you are late turning in a draft, this grade 

deduction will be applied to the final paper. Final papers more than four days late receive an “F”.  

• 2 meetings with instructor  

During those meetings, we will talk about your writing and develop strategies to improve your 

next paper. Exact dates TBA. 

• Class Participation: 20%   

(includes participation in class discussions, attendance, professional attitude, homework 

assignments, in-class quizzes) 

 

Participation | You ‘participate’ when you contribute to the progress of our inquiry, not when 

you take up air time. Note that there are many ways to contribute to the progress of inquiry. 

Giving ‘correct’ answers is only one way; other extremely valuable ways include asking 

questions, making mistakes, and providing criticism and objections. 

Attendance | Your active participation in class discussions is required both for the course to 

succeed and for you to succeed in the course. If you are absent, you cannot participate. You will 

be allowed two absences without penalty, but every subsequent absence will result in a grade 

deduction. Missing six or more classes will automatically result in an “F”. If you miss class, it is 

in your responsibility to (i) turn in whatever work is due that day, and (ii) contact colleagues to 

find out what you missed. There are no make-up assignments or quizzes.    

Professional Attitude | I think of our classes as meetings in which we engage in philosophical 

inquiry and aim at making progress together. Contributing to this progress is part of your job, 

and as in any other work environment, you are expected to be a mature and responsible team 

member. As such, you are expected to (i) read the assigned texts before class, (ii) let me know if 

you cannot come to class or submit an assignment, (iii) turn off your phone in class and use your 

laptop for work purposes only, (iv) reach out to me if you need more academic support, and to 

(v) support your colleagues. Further, as in any other work environment, you will be asked to give 

short presentations and to exchange your work with others; you might also explicitly be 
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encouraged to contribute (i.e. be called-on). Unprofessional attitude (such as being late, 

distracting, unsupportive) will be reflected in your grade.  

Homework and quizzes | Homework assignments will be announced in class and posted on 

Blackboard. The purpose of those assignments is (i) to prepare you better for our class, and (ii) 

to give you an additional opportunity to practice writing. In-class quizzes will not be announced. 

They are a good way for me to check whether material is understood or needs to be reviewed. 

Those quizzes also help you to self-evaluate your performance in class.  

 

Code of Academic Integrity 

Each student in this course is required to adhere to Cornell’s Academic Integrity Code 

(http://cuinfo.cornell.edu/aic.cfm). Plagiarism, i.e., representing the work of others as one's own, is a 

serious violation of the code and may result in a failing grade for the course, or for some portion of it. 

Code violations will be reported to the dean of the student's college, and the student's transcript will show 

that s/he has been "declared guilty of violation of the Code of Academic Integrity". Such an entry may 

have a significant impact on the student’s future career. It may, for example, decrease the chances of 

getting into medical or law school. To avoid plagiarism, all work submitted must be the student’s own, 

and all sources must be properly cited. The student is responsible for providing the source of any idea 

that is not his/her own, whether s/he got the idea from a written text or from talking to a peer. The 

ownership of the content must be unambiguously clear to the reader.  

 

Disabilities, Special Conditions etc.: 

I am committed to help every student succeed in this class. If you have a need for reasonable 

academic adjustments due to a physiological or psychological condition, please let me know right away.  

 

 

W Date Topic Readings Assignments Due 

  
Heidegger on the Human Condition 

  

1 Jan. 

24th  

Introduction:  

What’s the question? 

Being, Dasein 

 

Writing: Plagiarism 

Heidegger BT § 1, 2, 4 

Plagiarism: Introduction, 

Principles, Logistics 

https://plagiarism.arts.cornell.

edu/tutorial/index.cfm 

 

Plagiarism quiz due  

Sunday 1/28 at 11pm. 

(https://plagiarism.arts.corne

ll.edu/tutorial/exercises.cfm) 

forward your results to me. 

2 Jan. 

29th 

How shall we answer the question? 

What is our method? 

Phenomenology 

Heidegger BT § 7. 

 

 

 Jan. 

31st 

Writing: The Art of Summarizing They Say / I Say: p. 30-41, 

25-28. 

1st Paper due Sunday 2/4 at 

11pm 

3 Feb. 

5th  

What is the Being of Dasein? 

Everydayness  

Dasein as being-in the world 

Heidegger BT § 9, 10, 12  

 Feb. 

7th  

What does it mean to “be in the world”? 

Worldiness 

Useful Things / Things at hand (Zeug) 

Handiness (Zuhandenheit) 

 

Writing: Quoting 

Heidegger BT § 14-16 

 

 

They Say / I Say: p. 42-51. 

 

https://plagiarism.arts.cornell/
https://plagiarism.arts.cornell/
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4 Feb. 

12th  

Who is Dasein in its everydayness? 

The They (das Man) 

Heidegger BT § 25-27 Start working on your 

Writing Revision Sheet 

 Feb.  

14th 

Writing: Three Ways to respond;  

Distinguishing what You Say from what 

They Say 

They Say / I Say: p. 55-77. 

Polt: p. 60-64 

 

5 Feb.  

19th  

February Break (no class)  2nd Paper due Monday 2/19 

at 11pm 

 Feb. 

21st 

Attunement (Befindlichkeit) 

Thrownness (Geworfenheit) 

Fear (Furcht) 

Writing: Planting a Naysayer in Your 

Text. Responding to the Naysayer. 

Heidegger BT § (28), 29, 30 

 

They Say / I Say: p. 78-91. 

 

6 Feb.  

26th  

Moods and Emotions in Heidegger Elpidorou, Freeman: 

Affectivity in Heidegger I: 

Moods and Emotions in 

Being and Time 

 Invisibilia: A man finds an 

explosive emotion locked 

in a word. 

 

 Feb. 

28th  

Writing: Connecting the Parts. 

Metacommentary. Checklist. 

They Say / I Say: p. 105-120; 

129-138; 139-143. 

Writing Revision Sheet 

Draft due Sunday 3/4 

11pm 

7 Mar. 

5th  

Anxiety (Angst) Heidegger BT § 40-42  

 Mar. 

7th 

 Lenman “How to write a 

crap Philosophy Essay”. 

3rd Paper 1st Draft due 

Sunday 3/11 at 3pm  

8 Mar. 

12th 

 

Writing: Clarity Style: Clarity (28-65). In-class peer review of draft 

3rd Paper 2nd Draft due 

Monday 3/12 at 11pm 

  Arendt on the Human Condition   

 Mar. 

14th 

Introduction to Arendt’s The Human 

Condition 

Arendt: HC, Chap.1  3rd Paper Final due Sunday 

3/18 at 11pm 

9 Mar. 

19th  

The Public and the Private Realm Arendt: HC, Chap. 2   

 Mar. 

21st  

 

 
Rest Chap. 2  
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10 Mar. 

26th  

Labor Arendt: HC, Chap. 3   

 Mar. 

28th  

Writing: Concision (how to write less 

wordy) 
Style: p. 126-142.  

11 Apr. 

2nd  

Spring Break (no class) 
 4th Paper 1st Draft due 

Sunday 4/1 at 11pm 

 Apr. 

4th  

Spring Break (no class) 
 4th Paper 2nd Draft due 

Thursday 4/8 at 11pm 

12 Apr. 

9th  

Work Arendt: HC, Chap. 4  

 Apr. 

11th  

Writing: Cohesion & Coherence Style: p. 66-79. 4th Paper Final due Sunday 

4/15 at 11pm 

13 Apr. 

16th  

Work and Labor continued Rest of chapter 4  

 Apr. 

18th  

Writing: Global Coherence Style: p. 98-124.  

14 Apr. 

23rd  

Action Arendt: HC, Chap. 5  

 Apr. 

25th 

Writing: First-Person Pronouns Handout  5th Paper 1st Draft due 

Saturday 4/28 at 11pm 

15 Apr. 

30th 

 
Rest Chapter 5 Peer Review of draft in class 

 

5th Paper 2nd Draft due 

Monday 4/30 at 11pm 

 May 

2nd  

Writing: How to argue like a 

philosopher 

Handout  

16 May 

7th  

Is Arendt still relevant? 
 TED Talk: The Meaning 

of Work. 

(https://www.npr.org/progra

ms/ted-radio-

hour/443411154/the-

meaning-of-work) 

Writing Revision Sheet 

Final due Monday 5/7 at 

11pm 

 May 

9th  

Summary:  

(a) What have we learned about 

writing? 

(b) What have we learned about who 

we are and what we do? 

 
5th Paper Final due 

Wednesday 5/9 at 11pm  

 


